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OPENING OT PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Couneil mef at noon.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of Parliaments {Mr. L. L.
Leske) read the proclamation of His Ex-
eellency the Lieut.-Governor summoning the
first session of the Seventeenth Parliament.

COMMISSIONER.

His Excelleney’s Commissioner (His Hon-
our Mr. Justice Wolff) having entered the
Chamber at noon, a message was sent to the
Legislative Assembly requesting the presence
of members in the Couneil Chamber.

Members of the Legislative Assembly
having arrived aceordingly, tbe Commis-
sioner requested the Clerk to read His
Excellency’s Commission to do all things

necessary in the name and on the part of
His Majesty the King or in the name and on
the part of His Excellency for the opening
and holding of the first session of the Seven-
teenth Parliament.

The Commission was read.

The Commissivner read Lhe Ffollowing
statement :—
Mr, President, Hon. Members of the Legis-

lative Council and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

I have it in command from His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor to inform you that, at 3
o’clock this afternoon, His Execellency will
declare to you the causes of his calling to-
gether of this Parliament; and it being neces-
sary that a Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly should first be chosen, it is His Ex-
cellency’s pleasure that you, members of the
Legislative Assembly, repair to the place
where you are to sit, and having been duly
sworn in by me in accordance with the terms
of the Commission granted me by His Ex-
cellency, you do eleet your Speaker and
notify the same to His Excellency,

The Commissioner and members of the
Legislative Assembly retired from the
Chamber,

Sitting suspended froom 12.12 to 2.55 p.m.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Lient.-Governor en-
tered the Council Chamber at 3.5 p.m. and,
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the members of the Legislative Assembly
having also attended in the Chamber,
obediently to summons, His Excellency was
pleased to deliver the following speech:—

My, President und Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

IMr. Speaker and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

It is with pleasure that I open the First
Session of the Seventeenth Parliament of
Western Australia for the transaction of
publi¢ business.

I refer with profound sorrow to the
passing of the Right Honourable J. A
Lyons, P.C., Prime Mimster of the Com-
monwealth, and the Honourable A. G.
Ogilvie, K.C., Premier of Tasmania. Both
stood high in the public life of Australia
and were respected and admired for their
personal qualifies and the long and honour-
able service they had rendered. The Parlia-
ment and the State of Western Aunstralia
have also suffered by the untimely loss, as
a result of an accident, of Miss May Hol-
man, Member of the Legislative Assembly
for Forrest. Miss Holman was held in the
highest esteem by all sections of the com-
munity which she had served so faithfully
and so well.

Defence,

Recognising the supreme importance of
the matter of the defenec of Australia,
Ministers have extended an offer of ready
assistance to and active co-operation with the
Federal Government in all measures neces-
sary for the adequate defence of our land.
This spirit of eo-operation will be fully
maintained.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly—
Finance.
The revenue for the year ended 30th

June, 1839, was £10,949,660, and the ex-
penditure £11,170,102, leaving a deficit of
£220,442.  Although the State has demon-
strated a remarkable capaeity to withstand
the effects of low prices for wool and wheat,
it is fervently hoped that an improvement
will soon be manifest, thus enabling full
advantage to be taken of the high produe-
tion indicated by the excellent seasonal
prospects. In the meantime, as revenue this
year will inevitably be affected by low
inecomes ecarned last vear by farmers and

pastoralists, it is imperative that the closest
supervision be maintained over the financial
position. My Government intends to sub-
mit to Parliament legislation to eombine the
Financial Emergency and Income Taxes.
Greater effect will thus be given to the
prineiple of taxation aceording to ability
to pay, after making allowance for the
usual statutory deductions, while rvetaining
the advantage to the taxpayer of colleetion
by regular instalments at the source.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Counecil—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

Ewmployment,

The number of men depending on the
Government for relief work or sustenance
has risen slightly during the last twelve
months, and at present provision is made
for 7,000 men, of whom 90 per cent. are
employed. Improvements previously ef-
fected in the conditions of relief workers
have heen maintained, and, in addition,
men and their families have benefited from
the inereases in the hasie wage. A compre-
hensive smrvey of Government velief
workers is being condueted to furnish useful
information regarding social conditions and
to determine to what extent the men are
capable of being transferred to industry.

Secondary Industry.

My Ministers have determined to concen-
trate upon the task of promoting industrial
development, which it is hoped will bring
in its train the investment of ecapital, a
larger market for raw materials, inereased
cmiplovment, greater population, and a
largcr measure of economic stability. It is
now generally agreed that the extension of
Australia’s  secondary industries should
be deceniralised, to strengthen the smaller
States from both the industrial and defence
aspects. The Minmister for Industries will
devote most of his time to this task. A
Couneil for the Development of Industries
15 being set up, and two committees arve
shortly to be established—one to deal with
production problems assoriated with induns.
try and the other to promote the sale of
leeally produced goods.  An officer is to be
appointed to assist the couneil and the
committees in their work, and to co-operats
with manufaeturers genarally in  the
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endeavour to expand industrial aetivity.
My Ministers desire to express their appre-
ciation of those earnesi, capable und repre-
sentative persons who have signified their
willinghess to assist with this problem. It
is felt that every section of the community
and every individual can and should help
to achieve the best possible results.

AMining.

The gold-mining industry continues tio
progress, and constitutes a wonderfurl asset
to the State at a time when our income
from wool and wheat is so reduced. A Te-
cord tonnage was reported for 1938—
3,759,720 tons yielding 1,172,950 fine ozs.
valued at £10,363,023. The production ex-
cceded that of the previous year by 163,661
fine ozs., and the value considerably eclipsed
the previous State record. The Govern-
ment prospeeting scheme was continued,
and now supports in the field 725 men.
From present indications it is anticipated
that the gold-mining industry will this year
produce much better results than in 1938.

Whkeat.

The wheat crop last year amounted to
A46,711L,000 hushels, averaging 11.2 bushels
per acre. Although the total yield showed
an inercase over that of the previons year,
the yield per acre was less. Splendid rains
over the whole agricultural area have given
the present season an excellent opening, Due
to various circumstaneces it is anticipated
that there will he a reduction in the area
sown. Oune of the principal problems facing
the peaple of this State is the marketing of
wheat, which has such a tremendous effect
upon our national cconomy. It is hoped that
before the next harvest is garnered an ar-
rangement will be made to place this industry
upon a satisfactory basis. The Government
has supported the proposels made for an
internationsl agreement to stabilise the ex-
port price of wheat in the future, and will
he prepared to co-operate with the Com-
monwealth and other Governments regarding
arrangements for the present season.

Pastoral.

Pastoral areas generally, exeept in isclated
localitias, have enjoyed benefieial rains. The
redueed wool production from pastoral areas
has been counterbalanced to some extent by

an increase from the farming distriets. Fur-
ther rapid progress has been made in the
production of fat lambs, an export of 363,000
carcases last year being an increase of ap-
proximately 100,000 over the figure of the
previous year. Additional financial assist-
ance and every possible encouragement are
being afforded to this industry, and it is ex-
pected that the export of carcases this year
will exceed half-a-million.

Dairying.

The dairying industry has experienced a
reasonably sunceessful year as regards both
elimatic eonditions and prices. The produe-
tion of factory butter was approximately
14,480,000 lbs., and of cheese, approximately
624,000 Ibs., each being 11 per eent. more
than the production of the previous year.
It is hoped that the continned extension of
irrigated areas will largely remove the neces-
sity for importing dairy produets.

Fruit.

The season in fruit-growing distriets has
heen most favourable, and it is estimated
that the record apple erop will approzimate
1,800,000 eases. Up to 30th June, 1,287,000
cases had been exported overseas, which 13
over 50,000 more than the total produection
in any previous year. New records were also
established in the export of pears, grapes
and currants.

Tobacco.

Rapid progress has made thms State one
of the most important in the Commonwealth
in ihe production of tobacco. The value of
the 1937-38 crop of cured leaf was approxi-
mately £50,000, a fizure which it is antici-
pated will be excceded this season.

Potatoes.

The export of 14,000 tons of potatoes last
vear constituted a record, the cash value to
the growers being about £120,000.

Lands.

Further applications were approved dur-
ing the year for a considerable area of land
under conditional alienation and pastoral
lease.  Assistance rendered through the
Agricultural Bank to enable settlers to con-



! {COUNCIL]

tinne their farming operations, was as fol-
lows:—

£
Indusiries Assistance Board .. 152,404
Refunds of interest .. 22279
Exemptions enabling settlers to
obtain advances against stock
atcounts 30,381
Total .. £205,06¢

At 30th June, 1939, Trustees of the Rural
Relief Fund had completed 3,109 appliea-
tions giving relief to farmers amounting to
£2,826,292, which included the sum of
£980,794 written off by the Agricultural
Bank. The total amount distributed from
the fund was £1,064,000, and the total num-
ber of applications received was 3,955. The
revalnation of conditional purchase hold-
ings in the drought-affected portions of the
Northern agricultural districts is nearing
completion, and attention will shortly be
given to reviewing the prices of holdings in
the outer North-Eastern and Eastern agri-
cultural distriets.

Forests.

It is anticipated that owing principally
to lack of oversea sleeper orders, the value
of timber exported last year will be approxi-
mately 20 per eent. below that of the pre-
vious year. As a result of a further visit
by the Conservator of Forests to Ceylon,
orders have been secured for the supply of
150,000 sleepers this year for the Ceylon
Railways.

North-West,

The m.v. “Koolama” has completed twelve
months in the coastal trade, and has proved
highly suceessful with both passengers and
earge. A regular fortnightly coastal service
has been provided, and a more frequent ser-
vice to Darwin has been of econsiderable
benefit to Western Auwstralian trade gener-
ally. The work of repairing the damage
caused by the cyclone which struck Port
Hedland in January is nearly completed.
Extensive work on roads and bridges has
greatly improved eommunications through-
out the North-West. A stock route from the
Fitzroy River to Wyndham has been located,
which, when the required improvements have
been made, will enable large numbers of
eattle to be driven to Wyndham. The work
of improvement will be commenced at an

early date. Assistance has been rendered to
prospecting and development of oil, gold
and other minerals throughout the North-
West,

Native Affairs.

The Carrolup native settlement has been
repurchased, and will in due course he estab-
lished to improve conditions in the Great
Scuthern distriet,

Public Health.

Work has commenced on the first section
of the comprehensive programme for the re-
building of the Perth Hospital. Mamy im-
provements and extensions have been made
to hospitals throughout the State, notably at
Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, Busselton
and the King Edward Memorial Hospital.
Buildings cstimated to cost £41,000 are in
course of erection to relieve overcrowding
and facilitate the treatment of patients at
the Claremont Mental Hospital and the
Heatheote Reception Home.

Education.

The expenditure on schoel buildings last
year showed a marked inerease. A new high
sehool has been completed at Geraldton, and
a site has been seecured for a new post-
primary sehool south of the Swan River. Ex-
tensive improvements are being made to exist-
ing aceommeodation and faeilities for techni-
cal training. Considerable progress has been
effected on the nmew building at the Perth
Technical College for trade and industrial
classes, and the new training building for
domestic seience will shortly he commeneed.
Provision is being made for young people
at Fremantle to seeure training in industrial
occupations, and a metalwork centre is being
established at Collie. A new school of mines
has been opened at Wiluna, and improve-
ments have been made to the school at Kal.
goorlie, The great interest displayed in
technieal training is reflected in inereased
enrolments,

Railways.

Owing to reduced revenue and increased
expenditure the halanee of revenue over
working expenses of the railways last year
deelined by £293,000. A falling-off in traf-
fie, particularly in wheat, and higher work-
ing eosts through wage inereases were
largely responsible.  Heavy patronage of
trolley buses indicates their popularity. The
five additional buses ordered last year have
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been placed in commission, and have cased
the strain during busy periods. The new
unit of the East Perth Power Station has
been opened, and the department is now in
a position to meet all demands for electric
energy in the metropolitan area for some
years to come.

Goldfields and Agricultural Water Supplies.

The reeomstruction of the Mundaring-
Kalgoorlie main eonduit has been continued
thronghout the year. Considerabhle exten-
sions and improvements have been made to
both mining and agricultural water sup-
plies in many parts of the State,

Irrigation.

A commencement has been made with the
construction of a dam to angment supplies
for the Waroona area, and survey and in-
vestigation work has been carried out in
connection with the proposed Stirling Dam
at the Harvey River.

Metropolitarn Water Supply.
Excellent progress has heen made with the
construction of the Canning Dam, and, by
the end of the winter, storage eapacity will
amount to approximately 10,000 million
gallons.

Metropolitan Sewerage. -

The work of the main comprehensive
scheme, which included the closing-down of
the Burswood Tsland filter beds, has been
completed at a total cost of somewhat less
than the estimate of £1,000,000, and several
new extensions are now in course of con-
struction.

Local Government.

The consolidation and printing of the
Munieipal Corporations Act has given con-
siderable satisfaction, and will improve the
administration in this important phase of
our Toeal Government activities.

Housing.

Financial arrangements have been made
to enable the Workers Homes Board to take
advantage of the borrowing powers con-
ferred on it last session, and an expanded
programme will he put in hand this year,
particularly to meet the needs of people on
lower incomes.

Superannuation.

The Superannuation Act passed last ses-
sion has beenn proclaimed, and contributions
commeneed on 1st July. The number of em-
ployees who have elected to join the fund
already exceeds 8,000, and applications will
be received up to 31st Aungust.

Roads.

During the year over £1,000,000 was ex-
pended on improving the roadway system of
the State. The building of a new bridge
over the Swan River at North Fremantle ia
nearing completion. Considerable extensions
have been made in the bituminous surfacing
of the main roads in country distriets.

Legislation.
You will be asked to give consideration to
measures dealing, among other things, with—

Colleetion of Taxation.

Arbitration.

Shops and Factories.

Insurance Act Amendment.

Apprentices.

Fair Rents.

Wheat Marketing.

Machinery Act Amendment.

Dental Aet.

Water Rights.

Third-party Insurance.

Qualifieations of Legislative Couneil
Electors.

Traffic Act Amendment,

I now declare this session of Parliament
open, and trust that Providence may bless
your labours.

His FExcellency then withdrew from the
Chamber.

FThe President took the Chair.]

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W,
H. Kitson—West) [3.26] : In order to assert
and maintain the undonbted rights and pri-
vileges of this House to initiate legislation,
I move, without notice, for leave to introduce
a Bill entitled “An Act to Amend the Gov-
crnment Railways Aet.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

THE PRESIDENT: For the sake of
greater acenracy, 1 have obtained from His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor copies of the
Speech that he has bheen pleased to deliver
to Parliament. These will be distributed
amongst hon. members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [328]: I
move—

That the foHowing Address be presented

to His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor in
reply to the Speech he has been pleased to
deliver:—'*May it please Your Execelleney:
We, the members of the Legislative Council
of the State of Western Australia, in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyalty
to our most gracious Sovereign and to thank
Your Excellency for the Speech you have
been pleased to deliver to Parliament,’’
The Speech delivered to us by His Exeel-
lency to-day follows the lines of Speeches
we have heard for a good many years. How-
ever, whilst these Speeches may be marked
by a certain amount of repetition, they
serve to bring home to us more forcibly the
activities of Governments and the potentiali-
ties of the State., In the present Speech I
observe what may be termed a note of warn-
ing, to the effeet that although there are
many bright spots in the various industries
of Western Australia, there are also what
may he degeribed as two or three very dark
spots.  Beeause of that fact, I presume, the
Speech intends to eonvey to members that
during the fortheoming session, at all events,
they should put the soft pedal on demands
for their particular constituencies. We
melropolitan members never offend seriously
in the direction hinted at, but no doubt our
friends from the country will be wanting
many things for their clectorates. There-
fore I sugrest to them that they peruse His
Excellency's Speech carefully, and then
water down the proposals which ot present
they intend to put forward.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Spend all the money
in Fremantle!

Hon. ¢. FRASER : Fremantle is mild in
its requests. My friend no doubt thinks
that because Fremantle has a bridge almost
completed and its main roadway all but fin-

ished, its requirements have been fully met.
Those two works, however, are largely of a
national aspuet, and not designed purely for
Fremantle requirements. My district has
many demands to make, but I shall not enter
into that phase to-day.

At this stage T
permitted to mention that the present
is the sixth oceasion on which I have
had the privilege of moving the adoption of
the Address-in-reply. That eircumstance
marks, I believe, a record as regards moving
such adoption. A search of the reports, I
understand, reveals that it is indeed a record.
In view of the fact of my being compara-
tively a young man, and having, bar politi-
cal accidents, a lengthy Parliamentary eaveer
ahead of me, with the prospect of heing
privileged to move manvy more similar
motions, it appears almost certain that I
shall establish in this respocet a reeord which
will take quite a long time to equal. Tn dis-
cussing Governors’ Speeches it is usual,
especially on opening day, to deal with sub-
jeets of political interest, espeeially after
a general election. Most of my remarks this
afternoon will be such as might be grouped
under the heading of two B’s. By that
phrase—] hasten to assure you, Mr. Presi-
dent—I mean nothing unparliamentary. In
other words, I intend to distribute one or
two houquets and also to throw one or two
bricks. The first bouquet T wish to bestow
is for the electors of the State, in apprecia-
tion of the excellent judgment they recently
showed in again returning to power a Lah-
our Administration.

Member: Wait!

Hon. G. FRASER: Some of our friends
are always saying “Wait.” We have waited
for about 15 years, during which there have
heen six eleetions. TFive of them have re-
sulted in favour of Labour, and one of them
did not; and that is the only ocrasion when
the people got off the right track. Let me
add that they could not get back to the right
track quickly enough. I present a bouguet
to the electors of Western Australia for
ngain returning to power a Government
which in the past has given, and in the
future will give, consideration to all seetions
of the community. We Labourites may say
we are not perfectly satisfied that everything
needful has been done. In fact, we acknow-
ledge that all that is required to satisfy the
workers has not yet been aecomiplished.

may perhaps be
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However, we do give the Government evedif
for having made an honest attempt in that
direction. Let me add that were it not for
this Chamber, a great deal more might have
been achieved on behalf of the workers. The
present Government can justly be labelled
a pood Labour Government, By the number
of works that have been put in hand in the
eountrs districts it can be said the Govern-
ment is a good country Government. The
Government hzs treated all sections of the
community in the right way, so it ean aiso
be termed a good national Government. 1
point out that I do not use the word “party”
after either “country” or “national.”

Another bonguet I desive to throw is one
for the Workers' Homes Board. In my
opinion that board at the present time is
functioning better than it has done sinece
its establishment. Notwithstanding the fact
that this Chamber read the burial serviee
over some legislation which was introduced
a couple of years ago and which had for its
object the empowering of the board to build
homes that could he let at a cheap rental,
the Government was not dismayed by that
action. In conjunetion with the Workers’
Homes Board, it set about to repair the
damage and to provide homes at a cheap
renfal for those people who were compelled
to pay rent. The passage of a measure last
session which amended the Workers’ Homes
Act gave the Government authority to
build a cheaper class of home and that has
helped further to solve the problem of cheap
homes for the people. By so doing the Gov-
ernment has rendered a wonderful service
to the people of the State,

Hon. J. Cornell: So does the Legislative
Council when it passes Bills,

Hon. G. FRASER : I regret I did not hear
that interjection. However, the Workers'
Homez Board is attempting to provide a
long-felt want. Notwithstanding that this
Chamber defeated the measuve to whieh I
have referred, during the past few years
many cheaper types of homes have heen
erected in this State. Many of the houses
that were built years ago had fallen into
a state of disrepair, so much so that various
local governing anthorities found it neces-
sary to condemn them. Private enterprise
did not step into the breach and replace the
condemned premises. The result was a
demand for the particular type of house
erected by the board, a demand which far
exceeded the supply. A serious problem had

therefore arisen. Unless persons with limited
incomes were prepared to pay high rentals,
much higher than they could really afford to
pay, they were unable to seemre housing
accommodation. We were therefore faced
with a serious problem. However, as I have
said, the board is tackling this problem and
I hope that within the next 12 months the
board will redouble its efforts with the
object of overtaking the demand for this
class of house.

I desire also to throw bhouguets at the Gov-
ernment departments. In the course of their
Parliamentary duties members have fre-
quent dealings with Government depart-
ments. So far as I personally am concerned,
I have always reeeived the greatest courtesy
and attention; everything possible has been
done for me. I cannot say I always got
everything I asked for; but when T did meet
with a refusal, it was made in a very gra-
clous manner,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Are you standing for
election next time?

Hon. G. FRASER: Obviously. One of
the bhricks I wish to throw is directed at
the authority controlling the TUniversity.
Throughout the metropolitan district, num-
erons areas of land were given to the Uni-
versity as endowment lands. Those lands
to-day in many inslances are in the same
state ag when they were given to the Uni-
versity, Beeause of that fact progress in
many distriets is being arrested. Now that
the University has its own home, the neces-
sity no longer exists for the retention of
the endowment lands. I hope that in the
very near future the University anthorities
will take the step necessary to have the
land subdivided and made available to those
people who might desire to purchase it.
We have in my Province some of this en-
dowment land, Admittedly, portion of it
would not prove to be very useful, but still
a large area of it could be put to suitable
use.

Another brick T desire to throw is directed
at those responsible for the eatering arrange-
ments on our railways. A pleasing item in
the Press recently was a paragraph to the
effeet that tourist traffic in this State had
increased both as regards numbers and
value during the past twelve months. Fow-
ever, if there is one thing that every tourist
desires it is that the inner man should be
well catered for. I am not making the com-
plaint that those responsible for the pre-
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sent arrangements are not doing their
utmost to carry out the work to the best of
their ability. My complaint is against the
system, a system which gives to private
enterprise the right to eater for the travel-
ling public. Ours iz the only State of the
Commonwealth in which that system pre-
vails and we find this State is the worst
off so far as railway catering is concerned.
In all the other States of the Common-
wealth, the Railway Department does the
catering and the service is cheaper and
bettcr than ours. It may be <laimed that
that is because in many of the other States
the broad gauge gives them an advantage
over us.

Member: Why should the broad gauge do
that?

Hon. G. FRASER: Because more room
is available for the preparation of the food.
One has only to go to Queensland, however,
with its 3ft. 6in. gange railway, and com-
pare the catering arrangements there with
our own. As I have said, I do not blame
the catering contractors in this State; they
are not in the business for the good of their
health; they have to fender and pay & price
for the right to render this service and they
naturally cannot be expected to do the job
as well as the Railway Departments of the
other States do it. If we are to derive the
advantage which we should from our tourist
traffie, then the first thing we must do is
to make an alteration in our system of rail-
way catering.

Member: So your party favours the
socialisation of industry.

Hon. &. FRASER: If my suggestion is
adopted, 1 feel the tourist traffic of the
State will inerease by leaps and hounds. I
fully realise the Government is doing much
to cope with the traffic. The Caves House
is a particular instance. The Government
has in this most popular resort—one of the
most popular in the State—endeavoured to
meet the demands of the tourists. Although
Rottnest Island is not a Government de-
partment, nevertheless certain alterations
are being made there which, when com-
pleted, should make Rottnest Island com-
pare favourably with any other holiday
resort in Australia. One or two isolated in-
stances such as these, however, are not suf-
ficient. There must be veform throughout
the State. Unless our catering arrange-
ments are brought up to date, we cannot

expect to ineremse, or even to maintain, the
tourist traffie which we now harve.

There are one or two requests I desire
to make. As I said earlier, we shall no
doubt have many reguests. The requests I
bave to make concern my own Province,
The first is that the Government will, dur-
ing the coming session, give consideration
to the introduction of legislation dealing
with market gardens and their produce. If
there is one section of the eommunity in
this State that should be given encournge-
ment it is the market gardeners. Because
of poor marketing facilities, not only have
the market gardeners themsclves to work
extremely hard, but they are compelled
to obtain the assistance of their wives
and children to enable them to earn
a livelihood. The difficulty arises not
becanse of the quality of the pro-
duee, but berause of the poor prices
the gardeners receive for their produce
owing to the bad marketing faeilities.
On this question, a deputation waited on
the Minister last year and his reply was
very sympathetic.  But nearly 12 months
have elapsed and there is not any sign of
legislation being introduced. I trust that
the Minister's work in this direetion will
be speeded up so that that section of the
commnunity may receive its just reward. I
should like to prefer a request with regard
to the Administration Act. Some two vears
ago we deleted the pavment of probate
duty on estates up to €200 in value. That
afforded relief, but it did not go far enough.
Really it meant a saving to the individual
coneerned of abont £1 only. I suzgest that
the Government give consideration to the
advisahleness of eliminating the ronrt fees
on cstates of the value T mentioned because
that iz the bigger problem, and the saving
to those intercsted wonld amount to £2 or
£3.  The revenue would not he scriously
affected and whatever slight shortame there
wag could be made up by an inerease in
the duty on the higher ameunts. Gener-
ally speaking, if one scanmed the ~eale of
fees he would find that they ecould easily
be improved. Therefore T suggest that
some attention be paid by the Government
to the phase to which I have referred and
that lezislation bhe introduced during the
session embadying the proposal I have
outlined. My last request ix as-ociated
with the Government’s building programme,
In recent years the Government has been
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called upon to provide schools, hospitals
and many other buildings, but there is one
of outstanding importance to which the
Government might dirvect its attention. I
refer to the Old Women’s Home at Fre-
mantle, a building that has outlived its use-
fulness and should be replaced.

Hon. J. Cornell: We want a new gaol for
Norseman.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Government’s
legislative programme is fairly heavy, and
T do not think it covers all the measures
that are likely to be introduced. Last year
we also had an appetising menu including
eggs and onions.

Hon. G. B. Wood: We will have it agam.

Hon, G. FRASER: I hope they will not
be last vear’s eggs. The Qovernment’s legis-
lative proposals inelude amendments to the
Arbitration Act and the Factories and Shops
Act.  Both those measures should be re-
ceived by this Chamber with open arms.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We have had them
overy vear for the past six years. '

Hon. G. FRASER: Another measure
will deal with the qualifieation of electors
of this Honse. The Government has been
returned with an increased majority, and
should have no diffieulty in earrying out its
legislative programme. Tf T remembey
rightly, the Bills that were rejected by this
Honse last year were not very far-reaching,
and could very well have been passed by
this Chamber., Some years ago the Legis-
lative Council beeame a little more demo-
cratic than it had been, bhut recently it
scems to have erawled into its former con-
servative sheli. I am hoping, in view of
the liberal endorsement received hy the
Government at the clections held at the be-
ginning of the vear, it will be possible to
carry into effeet the programme that has
been outlined. The demand is there for
the amended legislation to which reference
is made. In recent vears the Council has
been inelined to extend its latitnde in re-
spret of the legislation submitted, thoush
when our friend Mr. Holmes mentions the
bell-wether, members do not feel disposed
to pass the amending Bills. Quite a zood
deal of interesting legislation will he
introduced, and we ean look forward to an
interesting time,

-~

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [3.50]
I formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
ad jonrned.

House adjourned «t 3.51 p.m.

Legislative Assembly.,
Thursday, 3rd August, 1939,
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Meetlng of the Assombly
em_fe Opening by Gommlsatonu {
ng-in of Memnbers e {
Elecﬂon of Speaker 1
Presentation of Spcnker “eleet ... 1]
Summons from the Licut.-Governor ... 1
Bill: Geraldton Harbour Works Rallway Extension 1]
Lient.-Governor's Opening Speach d:lml ut.lon L
Addressn-reply, flrst day 1
Adjouroment, specta) ... 1l

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBELY,

The Legislative Assembly met nt noon,
pursuant to Proclamation by His Excelleney
the Lienf.-Governor, which proclamation was
read by the Clerk (Mr. F. G. Steere).

w,d

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A Message from His Excellency’s Com-
missioner yequested the attendance of mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly in the Leg-
islative Council Chamber. Hon. members
having accordingly procceded to that Cham-
ber and heard the Commission read, they re-
turned to the Assembly Chainber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour Mr. Justice Wolff, having
been commissioned hy the Lieut.-Governor,
appenred in the Assembly Chamber to ad-
minister to members the oath of allegiance
to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk produced election writs show-
ing the return of 60 members; also writs
for by-elections for Kanowna and Kimber
ley (Ministerial) and for Forrest.



